Fast Facts: Challenges Colorado Hispanic Students Face to Graduate


In today’s society, Hispanic high school students in Colorado face many challenges in their quest for a diploma. Oftentimes, some may not make it to the diploma and opt out of the education system. The two biggest challenges to Colorado’s Hispanic students are socioeconomic status and the education level of the parents. Previous studies have shown that both have large impacts on any student remaining in school. 

A study performed by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) done in 2002 provided upsetting results. Lack of education seems to be a serious problem in regards to Colorado’s Hispanic population. The percentage of Hispanic students with parents who hadn’t finished high school was 23.4%. Only 2.2% of white students and 10.2% of Asian students had parents without high school diplomas. The difference is staggering. Almost a quarter of Colorado’s Hispanic high school students have parents without a high school diploma!
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Socioeconomic status (SES) also plays a very large part in a student’s chances of finishing out school. The SES is composed of a measure that includes parent employment and the family income. These are the 3 different SES levels: high, medium, and low. The percentage of Hispanics in Colorado who fall into the “low” category is disturbing. Around 50.1% of Colorado Hispanic families fall into the low category, and compared to other racial groups, it’s overwhelming. Only 15.7% of white Colorado families fell into the low SES category, and only 35.2% of black Colorado families fell into that category as well. 

[image: image2.emf]Chart 2. 

High School Sophomores by Socioeconomic 

Status in 2002

28

35.2

50.1

15.7

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Racial/Ethnic Group

Percent

Low SES


Not only do Hispanic students have to face their parents’ history of poor education, they also live in low socioeconomic conditions. Colorado’s Hispanic students must rise above both to graduate high school and get a good education. 

In the past 20 years, the percentage of Hispanic students in Colorado has raised by 147.04%! Compared to the 14.78% change in white students and the 77.78% change in black students, Hispanic students are populating a very large part of Colorado’s public schools. Hispanic students are flooding into the schools, but will they finish? 
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With all of the challenges these students face, can Hispanic students finish high school and raise above their family’s past? Or will they be forced to continue the vicious cycle of poor education and low SES? If they follow the path of their parents, these students’ children will most likely follow their example as well. As Colorado’s Hispanic population continues to explode, educators need to pay close attention to these students and help them succeed. If they do not, this generation will be dominated by underpaid and undereducated people. 
