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During the decade spanning 1998 and 2007, circulation of 
public library children’s materials and participation in public 
library programs for children increased significantly both in 
Colorado and in the United States. While Colorado 
statistics for these measures grew in fits and starts over 
the 10-year timeframe, the national numbers show 
relatively steady growth from one year to the next. This 
report provides a detailed look at the Colorado and U.S. 
data, as well as its correlation to the population growth rate 
of each locale.  

 
 
Colorado – Circulation of Children’s Materials  
From 1998 to 2007, the number of circulation transactions 
for children’s materials at Colorado public libraries rose 
from 13.5 million in 1998 to 19.1 in 2007, an impressive 41 
percent increase. Most years showed either an increase or 
a slight decline. However, in 2002, children’s circulation 
transactions experienced an 11 percent dip and remained 
below 2001 numbers until 2004.i (See Chart 1.) 
 
In total, over the decade, children’s circulation transactions 
at Colorado public libraries totaled some 159.1 million. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Services in  
Colorado Public Libraries 

 
From 1998 to 2007… 
 The number of circulation 
transactions for children’s 
materials rose 41 percent from 
13.5 to 19.1 million. 

 
 Attendance at children’s 
programs increased 53 percent, 
going from some 810,000 to 1.24 
million.  

 
 The number of children’s 
programs showed the highest 
rate of increase at 58 percent, 
going from 31,165 to 49,136 
programs annually. 

 
 Children’s circulation 
transactions totaled some 159.1 
million and children’s program 
attendance totaled 10.2 million. 
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Chart 1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colorado Public Libraries: Children's Services, 1998-2007
Circulation Transactions for Children's Materials

(in millions)
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Source: Colorado Public Library Annual Report at LRS.org.

Summer reading continues to be an annual favorite in public libraries. For more about 
children’s summer reading programs, see Colorado Summer Reading Programs More 
Popular Than Ever, (Fast Facts No. 263, September 3, 2008). 
 
Summer Reading highlights include: 
 For the 10 years from 1998 to 2007, there were a total of 1.5 million participants registered 
for summer reading programs in Colorado public libraries. 
 In the last ten years, Colorado experienced a 77% increase in summer reading registrants. 
 In 2007, 97% of the state’s public libraries had a summer reading program. 
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Colorado – Attendance at Children’s Programs 
Annual children’s program attendance at Colorado public libraries ranged from some 
810,000 in 1998 to 1.29 million in 2006. Despite a slight downturn in 2007, these figures 
showed a healthy increase of 53 percent from 1998 through 2007.   While dips of 5 
percent or less occurred in 1999, 2002, and 2007, over the decade, this measure trended 
mostly upward. (See Chart 2.)  
 
During these ten years, children’s program attendance at Colorado public libraries totaled 
some 10.2 million.  
 
 

Chart 2 

 
 
 
 
 

Colorado Public Libraries: Children's Services, 1998-2007
Children's Program Attendance

(in millions)
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Source: Colorado Public Library Annual Report at LRS.org.
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Colorado – Number of Children’s Programs  
The number of children’s programs offered at Colorado public libraries over the last 
decade—31,165 programs in 1998 compared to 49,136 programs in 2007—showed the 
highest rate of increase at 58 percent.  Chart 3 also depicts the most dramatic hills and 
valleys of any year-to-year range in this report. Between 2001 and 2002, program 
numbers jumped by 39 percent and then declined by 15 percent over the next two years.  
In 2005 program numbers surpassed the 2002 level and have remained above that mark 
ever since.  
 
Over the past decade, the number of children’s programs offered at Colorado public 
libraries totaled more than 406,000.   
 
 

Chart 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Colorado Public Libraries: Children's Services, 1998-2007
Number of Children's Programs

(in thousands)

47.7

31.2

49.148.548.7

40.540.7

34.434.1

31.0

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Year

N
um

be
r o

f R
eg

is
tr

an
ts

 in
 1

,0
00

Source: Colorado Public Library Annual Report at LRS.org.
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National – Circulation of Children’s Materials  
From 1998 to 2007ii, the number of circulation transactions for children’s materials at all 
U.S. public libraries rose from 612.1 million in 1998 to an estimated 759.7 million in 2007. 
Each year’s figure since the 1998 baseline shows an increase from the year prior—a 
relatively steady rise—reflecting an overall increase of 24 percent.iii (See Chart 4.) 
 
Children’s circulation transactions at U.S. public libraries totaled an estimated 6.8 billion 
for the ten year period.  
 
 

Chart 4 

 
 
 
 

U.S. Public Libraries: Children's Services, 1998-2007
Circulation Transactions of Children's Materials
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Source:  NCES at http://nces.ed.gov
Note:  2006-07 data based on  trend analysis
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National – Attendance at Children’s Programs 
Between 1998 and 2007,iv annual children’s program attendance at U.S. public libraries 
grew from approximately 45.9 million to 58.2 million. Using the 1998 data as a baseline, 
attendance numbers rose steadily—reflecting an overall increase of 27 percent over the 
decade. (See Chart 5.) 
 
Over these ten years, children’s program attendance at U.S. public libraries totaled an 
estimated 524 million.  

 
 

Chart 5 

 
 
Population Growth as a Factor 
According to U.S. Census figuresv, Colorado’s population grew 22 percent between 1998 
and 2007. Increases in Colorado public library children’s circulation, program attendance, 
and program numbers all exceed the state’s gain in population growth. Likewise, on the 
national level children’s circulation and program attendance figures over the decade show 
greater gains than did the total U.S. population growth of 12 percent for those years. 

U.S. Public Libraries: Children's Services, 1998-2007
Children's Program Attendance
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How do these rates of increase compare with one another? When correlated through the 
population-growth lens, the increase in U.S. children’s circulation transaction numbers 
over the decade outpaces that same measure 
for Colorado; conversely, the increase in 
Colorado children’s program attendance 
numbers exceeds that of the U.S. as a whole. 
The number of children’s programs cannot be 
compared because there is no public 
reporting of the annual national figures. 
 
Conclusion 
The use of public library resources and 
services by children has been on the rise both 
in Colorado and in the U.S. as a whole over 
the past 10 years. Clearly, public libraries are 
collecting materials that children wish to 
borrow while providing appealing programs. 
Trends should continue to be monitored in 
order to understand how children’s public 
library use is faring in a world with ever-
increasing ways to access and obtain 
information.  

 
 
Sources 
                                                 
i Colorado public libraries data source: Library Research Service – Statistics and Input-Output Measures for 
Colorado Public Libraries. 1998 through 2007. Accessible at http://www.lrs.org/pub_stats.php 
 
ii 2006 and 2007 national data for children’s materials circulation is based on trend analysis. 
 
iii U.S. public libraries data source: National Center for Education Statistics – Public Libraries in the United 
States: Fiscal Year 1998 and additional annual reports through 2007. Accessible at: 
http://harvester.census.gov/imls/pubs/pls/index.asp 
 
iv 2006 and 2007 national data for children’s program attendance is based on trend analysis. 
 
v U.S. Census population estimates. Accessible at:  
http://www.census.gov/popest/archives/1990s/ST-99-03.txt 
and  
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/GCTTable?_bm=y&-geo_id=01000US&-_box_head_nbr=GCT-T1&-
ds_name=PEP_2007_EST&-_lang=en&-redoLog=false&-format=US-9&-_sse=on 
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