
"School k%mies help teachers teach and chiklren lewn. Chtldren and teachers 
need lib- resources - especially books - and the expehe  of a librarian to 

succeed Books, infomation technology, and school & m r h s  who are a piart of 
the school's professiunal team are basic ingredients for student achievement." 

First lady Laura Bush - White House Conference on School Lib&, July 4 , m  
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FACTS AT A GLANCE. .. Student Achievement and School Library Media Pmgmrns 
This report summarizes the research studies, literature reviews and related documents on the 
positive impact of the library media program on public school students' achievement. 
"V- mdng is the bestpdictor of r d g  comprehedb~r, It;ocabnrdarg gmwth, spelling ability, pmmdical 
rrsage a d  wMng styk. Access fo school library msdia c&m muh in vohurfary r d g  by studenls~" 

(Swm: Stephen Krrrsheo, 7 k  Power of Rending, 1993) 
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Studies Connecting S U M  Learners 
to sch001 h%t&e~: Key Elements 

Making Sense of Data 

I. To achieve, learners need to: master use of 
information, find and extract meaning from texr. select 
and apply selections from text, and understand text in 
wntent areas 

2. Mastery of i n f o d o n  problem solving, pre-reading 
instruction. and information litcrac y instruction by a 
certified SLMS improve the learner's abiliiy to 
perform tasks crucial to success in school and later an, 
the iob 

3. l n f o d o n  literacy empowers lemers to construct 
meaningful questions. use multiple information 
sources to wlve a problem, evduak their sources, and 
draw original conclusions 

4. Boost of student performance M u s e  of s c h d  
libraries is a constant in studies from the U.S., British 
Isles and Australia 

5. School libraries are a stronger indicator of swdent 
success than class size, experience of &her. number 
of computers, or location of sclml 

6. Studies since 2000 confirm that the boost occurs even 
when l e m  are at risk because of poverty, family 
instability, whml location or other factors 

I I + lows 2002: collaboration, d u s e  of SLMC. books 
+ Massachusetts 2002: access, staffing; colleaions 
*&$Jchlm . , 2003: SLMC molivated reding, litmy v i s i ~  flexibbaccess 
4 Minnesota 2003: SLMS instructional role, access, mllmtion size 

+ Missouri 2003: library usage + access = increase in achievement, 
summer d n g  

+ New Mexico 202: engages in staff activities, access information 
resources and technology 

+ eleltevonie access to information, mllectjon age 
+ Ohio 20W: StMS as a ''dynamic agent of learning" building 

understanding and knowledge. studenls surveyed 

+ Oregon 200 1 ; SLMS as -her. Interlibrary h 
* ~ l V a M r n C  integrationofmuforkedtachnology 
+ Texas 200 1 ; higher test soom with librarians 

"School librury media centers can contribute b 
improved student achievement by pmvisfng 
instructional mate* aligned to the curriculum; 
by collaboratr'ng with teachers, udminiskators and 
p e n f s ;  and by extending their horn oj  operation 
beyond t k  school day," 

(Source: "Close Up: NCLB - improving Litsrary through Sch~ol 
Librarieg " N U  The Achiever, Sep~ember 15, 2 M  Vol. 3, No I .3.) 



KEY COMMON FINDINGS 
STUDIES 1998-2005 

+ School Library Media Specialists ISLIMS) exert positive 
iuad significant effect on academic achimenlent 

+ Adminisxrative support for School Library Media Programs 
(ST,MP) and tdm m l t ~  with SLMS are crirical 
lo teaching and laming 

+ SLMS is a p i v d  player in a leadership role, support SM 
a~ wmtid, SLMS collaborates with SCM community 

+ SLMS has tezrching mle, as of information 
literacy to students and in-service lrainer of t e a c h  

+ Aocess to the School Library Media Cemer (WC) must 
be fmpmt, consistent, flexible 

+ SLMC programs are networked and p v i d e  acr;ess to 
licensed databases and the htemer 

4 SLMP funds must sum instructional technology, 
collection development, and staffing 

4 SLMP collections need to be diverse, in mulripk f d  
and financiatly suppwted on an annual basis 

I INFORMATION LITERACY STANDARDS 
FOR STUDENT LEARNING I 

We want students who know and are able to: 

+ Access information emcieotly and effectively 

4 Evaluate information critically and competently 

+ Uise information effectively and c~a t i ve ly  

+ Pursue information related to personal interest 

+ Appredate literature and other creative expressions 
of information 
Strive for excellenoe in informat ion =king and 
knowledge generation 

4 R e c q g i a  the importance of information to a 
democratic society 

4 Practice ethical behavior in regard to information and 
information technology 

+ Partidpate in groups to pursut and generate infomalion 

Quality Library Media Programs 
Help Students Succeed! 

"Teaching students how to firrd infom&on ruther than memohze inforrrration was ranked highest 
importance in h e  Association for Supervision and Curriculum Devebpment (ASCD) Survey." 
Teaching studen& how t o m  information has always been the goal of the s c h 2  media specicrlist. 

( ~ ~ :  Education Updare, 42, Jamq 2000; S W  Suellyn, Deb Lags, OUAtP Admw QWWB 21 M. 2004. Ohio Emtcatiosrsl Libmy Media 
A s s o c i ~ .  1 1 Nov. 2005 < ~ ~ ~ . o e l m a . w g l a d ~ / ~ o t e s . ~ . }  

SUMMARY 

Are studenfs Wely lo earn higher noding scores (rtheic 
P schiwIs h e  certified library media specialists? 
P school libw media specklists me assisted by suppurl s&@? 

I THE ANSWER TO ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS IS YES! I 
Students In schools with well-staffed Ilbrary medla programs averaged [ readina scores five to ten mints  hiclher than those without such ntafflng. I 

S c h d  &ibraq &stems nd schd - Library - Medh - - caters eollabomte with the edumtional community to: 
% Strengthen instructional p d m s  k Engage stndents in the lervning process thmugb use of 
P Enable students m d  staff to a m s ,  evaluate, remu- 

s y n t h d  and interpret informahn P m - to q d t y  phthWmk inponnation 
>. Implement NYS M n g  Standards and mmumm t h r o t i g h i & d i i  loan and online d a b k  

National Information L i m  -dads P S ~ m ~ o n s t o t h e r e a l w o r l d t h r o u g h t e a c h i n g  
Foster U terature appreciation inquiry, process, a d  probkm solving ddls 

-- 

I F o r m e r  i n f o d m  p b e  c o n W  gour local SW ~ i b r n r y  s y s t e F  I 
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Associatbn (estawlsbed 1984) is to empower all 
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imtmdhd and leadtra in their scboolr. &h the rn#kW@ of 


