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Pundits and sch ars alile agree that wr
live in the Information Era, that we've be
come a knowledge society, and that we're
tering the cunceptual age. Knowledge is
valuable commodity. Access to informat
is one of the most, powerful economic devel . :

Paula J. Miller
zette’s Oct. 8 Our View, “Checking out?” !
questioned the value of loeal library service  2l's comment that “libraries’ role in society
and the fiture of _publicly supported librar- 18 likely changing .. Ilbraﬂesfmust consider
fes, I'd like to “che: " on those issues. . . ]1: it’s not ifllme t‘{l change §
Let's start with value. Nationwide, inde- usiness in a ¢ anging world.
pendent studies have shown that public li- have changed! Most, including PPLD, are-
braries provide a great return on invest- Dot the libraries many of us remember from
-ment — typically four times as much in our childhoods — quiet spaces, just books,

turn as is expended At Pikes Peak Library Just checking out. We. take our stewa.rdsth
Distriet, we bench _seriously and have evolved o be more effi-

tain that we are i cient, effective, and responslVe

service possible. Today, libraries are so much more than
lation is lower tha; - books and the “stuff” within their walls. Pub- |
When it is more financially efficient to do so,  lic libraries support schoels and colleges by |
Wwe outsource some aspects of our service — makmg homework and research resources ;
processing of materials, delivery service and  avallable. They grow the economy by provid-
: ing resources for job seekers and small busi-
ness entrepreneurs. They ¢ enhance our quali-
‘of life through diverse programs for the
entire family. In many ecommunities, public Li-
raries are now the “vﬂlage green” of yester-
I' — an open, gracious space where
gr:oups meet, where discussions and forums
are held, where issues and ideas are ex-
changed Where knowledge does much more
‘Where knowledge

ary
I agree with the editori-
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the buying and sh mg power of consort;

on investment for services. We are Tespo;
sive to public needs and wants, and it sh

than 3 million visito annually. Our annual
~ turnover rate (average times each item .
checks out) is higher than most libraries. In.
2007, residents will have borrowed our mate
rials nearly 7 m:]hon times. _
Now let’s talk about Thomas Jefferson  The bottom line? A new nonfiction book
and the role of rames Our founding fa-  at retail price is roughly $30. At aused book
thers did believe “public libraries provided a_ store, you might get six or so books for $30. i
place for regujar' folks to educate them- At 'a garage sale or flea market you might i
ed that without equal even get 30 books for $30. At Pikes Peak Li-
to books and information, = brary District, for about $44 per capita, you
- we could not have an informed citizenry, ca-- have access to a collection of more than 1.2
pable of makmg good individual and commu- ' million items, a significant local history and .
i : - special collection, myriad databases, comput-
ers with high-speed access, staff to help you
find and evaluate mfarmatmn cultural pro-
! grams, instructional classes, storytimes that
tinue to provide books, audiovisual materi- teach emergent literacy skﬂls your chil-
als, computers, daﬁabases, and high-speed ice
“electronic aecess those who cannot af.
ford these necessltles Yes, necessities —
Whether for edueational support, to create
resumes and see to communicate
for personal en- Fou.ndmg Fathers, Benjamm nl;hn, made
mchment As forgthe contentlon that there ', statement that is as true d‘éyéas it was
. are more outlets for_boa s and mformatxon © 200 years ago: “An investment i 1n kuowledge
. - [always] pays the best mte' ¢

A

There is also h m information bemg
produced toda; an z‘_dears 2g0. Frankly, | r is the executive director oﬁﬁé ikes Peak Library
it’s great that wi have so many outlets and District - :
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