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Appendices

Appendix A: Surveys




Check Out Colorado State Parks
If you were able to use the state parks pass during the time you checked it out, please take a minute to share your
opinions with us about your experience. Your feedback will help us sustain and improve the program! You may

also take this survey online at: tinyurl.com/CheckOutCSP.

State park(s) visited: Date(s):

1. Was this your first visit to a Colorado state park? |:| Yes |:| No
2. Did you participate in any of the following activities during your visit? (Please check all that apply.)
I:I Trail/road activities (e.g., hiking, mountain biking) I:l Water-based activities (e.g., swimming, canoeing)

|:| Winter activities (e.g., snowshoeing, skiing) I:l Wildlife-related activities (e.g., birdwatching)
|:| Other (please describe):

3. Overall, how satisfied were you with your Check Out Colorado State Parks experience?
Very Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied Neutral Somewhat Unsatisfied Very Unsatisfied

[l [ [ [ [

4. Based on your experience with Check Out Colorado State Parks, how likely are you to...

Very Likely Not at all Likely
5 4 3 2 1

A. Recommend a visit to a state park [] [] [] [] []

B. Buy a day pass to visit a state park [] [] [] [] []

C. Buy an annual pass to state parks [] [] [] [] []

5.To what extent do you agree or disagree with these statements?

Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree
5 4 1

A.This park experience helped me/
us to learn more about nature I:l I:l I:l

Dw
DN

B. The Check Out Colorado State

Parks program changed my view I:l I:l I:l
about what libraries have to offer

[l

6. What is your zip code?

7. Do you have a story? Please share with us how this experience helped you discover and learn at a Colorado state
park. You can also share a photo with #CheckOutColorado on Twitter or Instagram.

Scan here to complete
this form online.

Thank you very much!
Please return this form to your library.
To sign up for the Colorado Parks and Wildlife e-newsletter, visit cpw.state.co.us/enews



https://tinyurl.com/CheckOutCSP

Explora los Parques del Estado de Colorado

Si usaste el pase para parques estatales durante el tiempo que lo tuviste, por favor tomate un minuto para
compartir con nosotros tu opinién sobre la experiencia. {Tus comentarios nos ayudaran a mantener y mejorar
el programal También puedes tomar esta encuesta en linea tinyurl.com/CheckOutCSP.

Fecha(s):

Parque(s) estatal(es) visitados:

1. ¢Es la primera vez que visitas uno de los parques estatales de Colorado? [] si [] No

2. Durante tu visita, jparticipaste en alguna de las siguientes actividades? (Selecciona tantas respuestas como sean necesarias.)
[ ] Actividades acuéticas (p.ej., nadar, pasear en canoa)

|:| Actividades por senderos/carreteras (p.ej., caminatas, ciclismo de montafa)
I:l Actividades relacionadas con la fauna (p.ej.,

|:| Actividades de invierno (p.ej., caminatas con raquetas de nieve, esquiar)
observacion de aves)

|:| Otras (por favor, especifica):

3. En general, ;cdmo de satisfecho/a estas con la experiencia “Explora los Parques del Estado de Colorado”?

Muy satisfecho/a Algo satisfecho/a Neutral Algo insatisfecho/a Muy insatisfecho/a

[l [ [ [ [

4. Basandote en tu experiencia en los parques estatales de Colorado, jcudles son las probabilidades de que...

Muy probable Nada probable

5 4 3 2 1
A. recomiendes visitar un parque estatal? I:l I:l I:l I:l I:l
B. compres un pase de un dia para visitar un parque? [ ] [] [] [] []
C. compres un pase anual para parques estatales? I:l I:l I:l I:l I:l

5. ;jHasta qué punto estés en acuerdo o desacuerdo con las siguientes declaraciones?
Totalmente de acuerdo Totalmente en desacuerdo

5 4 3 2 1
A. La experiencia en este parque me
ayudd/nos ayudé a aprender mas sobre la I:l I:l I:l I:l I:l
naturaleza

B. El programa “Explora los Parques del l:l l:l l:l l:l l:l

Estado de Colorado” cambié mi opinion
sobre lo que las bibliotecas ofrecen

6. ;Cudl es su cédigo postal?

7. {Tienes alguna historia que contar? Por favor, comparte con nosotros como esta experiencia te ayudo a
descubrir y aprender sobre uno de nuestros parques estatales de Colorado. También puedes compartir una foto

usando #CheckOutColorado en Twitter o Instagram.

E: i .
e Gracias por tomar nuestra encuesta.

encontrar esta

encuesta. Por favor devuélvela a tu biblioteca.

Para recibir noticias sobre los parques inscribite a cpw.state.co.us/enews



https://tinyurl.com/CheckOutCSP

Appendix B: Annual Report 2016

Check Out Colorado State Parks

Check Out Colorado State Parks (cpw.state.co.us/librarybackpack), the result of a partnership between Colorado Parks
and Wildlife and the Colorado State Library, provides 287 Colorade libraries with two park passes and adventure
backpacks filled with information and educational activities. Patrons of participating public, military, and academic
libraries can check out a backpack for a week at a time to visit state parks for free. Between June and November 2016,
720 patrons completed a survey about their experience with the program;

atrons recommend visiting a park and

s lilkke 1 - The parks pass from my library encouraged me to
are like b-’r tob Uy a pass visit a park that, although it is less than an hour
Based on your experience with Check Out Colorado from where 1 live, | had never been before. The
State Parks, how likely are you to: park was absolutely gorgeous, the rangers
97% knowledgeable and kind, and the all-around
Ilhulxl: experience excellent, | cannot recommend this

- program enoughl

Recommend a visit to a state park.

Buy a day pass to visit a state park. 77%

likely

oy
Buy an annual pass to state parks. 54% ]
likeby The pass is wonderful and a great idea for any family unable

to alford miuch of amything We do plan on buying a pass as
500n as it is in the budget.

We made it our goal to visit as many new parks as we could
with this pass. We learned [about] so many new parks asa
result of this experience and we highly recommended Eldorado

to friends...as well as the pass. about nature, state

Patr{jr\S learI-IEd parks, and libraries

This park experience helped us learn more The Check Out Colorado State Parks program
about nature: changed my view about what libraries have to offer:

I didn't know anything about the
kids programs some of the state
parks offer. We are new Lo USA.
I'm kooking forward to the
education programs about wild
animals. My kids will love it, and
50 will I. S0 important to know
these things.

We got Lo walk the tralls and
tried to identify as many
wildlife as we could, akoit
was nice for a single mom to
be able to enjoy cutdoar fun
with the kids,

It was a [amily excursion to the great outdoors, yet still close R R R 3 960 e
ta home. The information provided in the backpacks, along Ihere were approximately ., nackpack

with the binoculars excited the younger children. They chedkiouts he fire 1Tl n’[h
were able to pick out a bald eagle and zoom in on it, there checkouts in the first © O S.

were smiles all around, That's 16 5 checkouts per week!

Anitor: Linda Halsohire, il COLORADD
Library Research Service Direcior %% J1LRS &v gl B
Fast Facts EDAM0 100N, 343 . s b s -

wwiw LIRS org | © 2017 Libiary Rosoarch Sonaco




Appendix B: Annual Report 2017

Check Out Colorado State Parks 2017

Check Out Colorado State Parks (cpw.state.co.us/librarybackpack), the result of a partnership between Colorado Parks
and Wildlife and the Colorado State Library, provides 297 Colorado libraries with two park passes and adventure
backpacks filled with information and educational activities. Patrons of participating public, military, and academic
libraries can check out a backpack for a week at a time to visit state parks for free. In 2017, 806 patrons completed a
survey about their experience with the program:

Patrons recommend visiting a park and

Thank you for this wonderful backpack of
information and goodies. My husband and |
loved learning and experiencing our closest state
park. Now we will buy a pass and travel to other
state parks. This pack is a fabulous tool to get
people out in our beautiful natural surroundings!

are likely to buy a pass

Based on your experience with Check Out Colorado
State Parks, how likely are you to:

()
Recommend a visit to a state park. gliaﬁ’

76% -
likely

Buy a day pass to visit a state park.

55% I would definitely use a parks pass often, but $70/year is
Buy an annual pass to state parks. likely outside of my budget. I'm thankful the library has things like

this and the adventure pass to help me enjoy CO anyway.
| tell people about these programs all the time!

We had forgotten [what] a lovely park Lathrop is, and had not
bothered to take the 12 mile car trip there to hike. We will be
buying an annual pass and visiting a lot this year. Thank you,
Colorado Parks & La Veta Library. about nature, state

parks, and libraries

\ ¥

Patrons learned

This park experience helped us learn more The Check Out Colorado State Parks program
about nature: changed my view about what libraries have to offer:

| really appreciated having the
pass from the library...We shared
the fact that we checked out the
pass & other items in the
backpack with a couple we met
on the gondola. They were
astonished this was available &
eager to ask Denver libraries
about the backpack.

My son loves to explore. | am
trying to foster that with both him
and my daughter. We used the
guides for trees and shrubs and for
animals to identify many things we
saw. It was fun to watch the
wonder in their eyes.

D

Thank you for this great opportunity! We feel that this is a wonderful

program to acquaint people with [what] state parks and libraries have to

offer. We found the booklets extremely helpful and our grandchildren . 6 980
There were approximatel

especially loved identifying species of birds, wildlife and plants with the PP Vo

binoculars. We would really like to explore parks further from our home. backpack checkouts in 1 year_

We are saving to purchase an annual pass.

That’s 134 checkouts per week!

Author: Linda Hofschire,

Library Research Service Director

Fast Facts ED3/110.10/No. 349

www.LRS.org | © 2018 Library Research Service
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Appendix B: Annual Report 2018

Check Out Colorado State Parks 2018

Check Out Colorado State Parks (cpw.state.co.us/librarybackpack), the result of a partnership between Colorado Parks
and Wildlife and the Colorado State Library, provides 297 Colorado libraries with two park passes and adventure
backpacks filled with information and educational activities. Patrons of participating public, military, and academic
libraries can check out a backpack for a week at a time to visit state parks for free. In 2018, 560 patrons completed a
survey about their experience with the program:

P ey -
atrons recommend VISItlng 2l park and [We] learned that the parks are treasures

are likely to buy a pass and that we can be thankful to the entities
Based on your experience with Check Out Colorado that preserve and take care of them for our
State Parks, how likely are you to: enjoyment and well-being.

0,
Recommend a visit to a state park. Q.SA’
likely
0,
Buy a day pass to visit a state park. |7‘k7|A
ikely

Buy an annual pass to state parks. |5'k4|%
ikely

This backpack is a great benefit to our community.
Please keep it up!

We are thankful the library has this program—we
wouldn’t be able to go otherwise. Thank you!

our library. Our family really likes to go on hikes and this makes

We love that we can check out Colorado State Parks passes at
it possible for us to go to new parks around us. Thanks!!

about nature, state

Patro S Iearned parks, and libraries

This park experience helped us learn more The Check Out Colorado State Parks program
about nature: changed my view about what libraries have to offer:

I'm a beginner kayaker and the lake It’s a great way for people to

access is helping me perfect my roll have a chance to go to a state
This will make me a safer boater park that otherwise might not be
and give me another way to enjoy able to afford it. Thank you for
my time in the wilderness. having this program. It’s also a
great way for folks to discover
just how much your local library
has to offer.

This State Park [Yampa Valley] hit the mark on activities! We did a
“first-ever” river float with the park rangers. The flower/tree identification
guide, along with the wildlife one, were so fun to find in the library
backpack, we used them! There were approximately 7,630

backpack checkouts in 1 year.
E

oved being able to teach my daughter and show her what CO , 147 |
State Parks have to offer. Great program! That's checkouts per week!

Author: Linda Hofschire, Library Research Service Director s b 5' S COLORADO
Fast Facts ED3/110.10/No. 352 Museum...Library - = ertmat ot it

www.LRS.org | © 2019 Library Research Service
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Appendix C

Check Out Colorado State Parks 2016

Check Out Colorado State Parks (cpw.state.co.us/librarybackpack), the result of a partnership
between Colorado Parks and Wildlife and the Colorado State Library, provides 287 Colorado
libraries with two park passes and adventure backpacks filled with information and educational
activities. Patrons of participating public, military, and academic libraries can check out a
backpack for a week at a time to visit state parks for free. Between June and November 2016,
720 patrons completed a survey about their experience with the program:

Based on their experience with Check Out Colorado State Parks,
patrons are likely to:

Recommend a visit to a state park (97%). Buy a day pass to visit a state park (77%). Buy an
annual pass to state parks (54%).

Patrons learned about nature, state parks, and libraries.

85% of patrons agreed to the statement, “This park experience helped us learn more about
nature.”

94% of patrons agreed to the statement, “The Check Out Colorado State Parks program
changed my view about what libraries have to offer.”

Stories from patrons and libraries:

"The parks pass from my library encouraged me to visit a park that, although it is less than an
hour from where | live, | had never been before. The park was absolutely gorgeous, the rangers
knowledgeable and kind, and the all-around experience excellent. | cannot recommend this
program enough!”

"The pass is wonderful and a great idea for any family unable to afford much of anything We do
plan on buying a pass as soon as it is in the budget."

“We made it our goal to visit as many new parks as we could with this pass. We learned [aboult]
so many new parks as a result of this experience and we highly recommended Eldorado to
friends...as well as the pass."

"We got to walk the trails and tried to identify as many wildlife as we could, also it was nice for a
single mom to be able to enjoy outdoor fun with the kids."
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"l didn't know anything about the kids programs some of the state parks offer. We are new to
USA. I'm looking forward to the education programs about wild animals. My kids will love it, and
so will I. So important to know these things."

"It was a family excursion to the great outdoors, yet still close to home. The information
provided in the backpacks, along with the binoculars excited the younger children. They were
able to pick out a bald eagle and zoom in on it, there were smiles all around."

There were approximately 3,960 backpack checkouts in the first 6 months. That's 165 checkouts
per week!

The author of this report is Linda Hofschire, Library Research Service Director. The document
ID is ED3/110.10/No. 343. www.LRS.org | © 2017 Library Research Service

This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services.
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Appendix C

Check Out Colorado State Parks 2017

Check Out Colorado State Parks (cpw.state.co.us/librarybackpack), the result of a partnership
between Colorado Parks and Wildlife and the Colorado State Library, provides 297 Colorado
libraries with two park passes and adventure backpacks filled with information and educational
activities. Patrons of participating public, military, and academic libraries can check out a
backpack for a week at a time to visit state parks for free. In 2017, 806 patrons completed a
survey about their experience with the program:

Based on their experience with Check Out Colorado State Parks,
patrons are likely to:

Recommend a visit to a state park (98%). Buy a day pass to visit a state park (76%). Buy an
annual pass to state parks (55%).

Patrons learned about nature, state parks, and libraries.

83% of patrons agreed to the statement, “This park experience helped us learn more about
nature.”

94% of patrons agreed to the statement, “The Check Out Colorado State Parks program
changed my view about what libraries have to offer.”

Stories from patrons and libraries:

"Thank you for this wonderful backpack of information and goodies. My husband and | loved
learning and experiencing our closest state park. Now we will buy a pass and travel to other
state parks. This pack is a fabulous tool to get people out in our beautiful natural surroundings!”

“| would definitely use a parks pass often, but $70/year is outside of my budget. I'm thankful the
library has things like this and the adventure pass to help me enjoy CO anyway. | tell people
about these programs all the time!"

“We had forgotten [what] a lovely park Lathrop is, and had not bothered to take the 12 mile car
trip there to hike. We will be buying an annual pass and visiting a lot this year. Thank you,
Colorado Parks & La Veta Library."

"My son loves to explore. | am trying to foster that with both him and my daughter. We used the
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guides for trees and shrubs and for animals to identify many things we saw. It was fun to watch
the wonder in their eyes."

"l really appreciated having the pass from the library...We shared the fact that we checked out
the pass & other items in the backpack with a couple we met on the gondola. They were
astonished this was available & eager to ask Denver libraries about the backpack"

"Thank you for this great opportunity! We feel that this is a wonderful program to acquaint
people with [what] state parks and libraries have to offer. We found the booklets extremely
helpful and our grandchildren especially loved identifying species of birds, wildlife and plants
with the binoculars. We would really like to explore parks further from our home. We are saving
to purchase an annual pass."

There were approximately 6,980 backpack checkouts in one year. That's 134 checkouts per
week!

The author of this report is Linda Hofschire, Library Research Service Director. The document
ID is ED3/110.10/No. 349. www.LRS.org | © 2018 Library Research Service

This report was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services
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Appendix C

Check Out Colorado State Parks 2018

Check Out Colorado State Parks (cpw.state.co.us/librarybackpack), the result of a partnership
between Colorado Parks and Wildlife and the Colorado State Library, provides 297 Colorado
libraries with two park passes and adventure backpacks filled with information and educational
activities. Patrons of participating public, military, and academic libraries can check out a
backpack for a week at a time to visit state parks for free. In 2018, 560 patrons completed a
survey about their experience with the program:

Based on their experience with Check Out Colorado State Parks,
patrons are likely to:

Recommend a visit to a state park (98%). Buy a day pass to visit a state park (77%). Buy an
annual pass to state parks (54%).

Patrons learned about nature, state parks, and libraries.

82% of patrons agreed to the statement, “This park experience helped us learn more about
nature.”

95% of patrons agreed to the statement, “The Check Out Colorado State Parks program
changed my view about what libraries have to offer.”

Stories from patrons and libraries:

"[We] learned that the parks are treasures and that we can be thankful to the entities that
preserve and take care of them for our enjoyment and well-being.”

"This backpack is a great benefit to our community. Please keep it up!"
“We are thankful the library has this program—we wouldn’t be able to go otherwise. Thank you!"

"We love that we can check out Colorado State Parks passes at our library. Our family really
likes to go on hikes and this makes it possible for us to go to new parks around us. Thanks!!"

"I'm a beginner kayaker and the lake access is helping me perfect my roll. This will make me a
safer boater and give me another way to enjoy my time in the wilderness."

"It's a great way for people to have a chance to go to a state park that otherwise might not be
able to afford it. Thank you for having this program. It’s also a great way for folks to discover just
how much your local library has to offer."
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"This State Park [Yampa Valley] hit the mark on activities! We did a “first-ever” river float with the
park rangers. The flower/tree identification guide, along with the wildlife one, were so fun to find
in the library backpack, we used them!"

"Loved being able to teach my daughter and show her what CO State Parks have to offer. Great
program!"

There were approximately 7,630 backpack checkouts in one year. That’'s 147 checkouts per
week!

The author of this report is Linda Hofschire, Library Research Service Director. The document
ID is ED3/110.10/No. 352. www.LRS.org | © 2019 Library Research Service

This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services.
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Appendix C

Check Out Colorado State Parks 2019

Check Out Colorado State Parks (cpw.state.co.us/librarybackpack), the result of a partnership
between Colorado Parks and Wildlife and the Colorado State Library, provides 297 Colorado
libraries with two park passes and adventure backpacks filled with information and educational
activities. Patrons of participating public, military, and academic libraries can check out a
backpack for a week at a time to visit state parks for free. In 2019, 371 patrons completed a
survey about their experience with the program:

Based on their experience with Check Out Colorado State Parks,
patrons are likely to:

Recommend a visit to a state park (99%). Buy a day pass to visit a state park (79%). Buy an
annual pass to state parks (57%).

Patrons learned about nature, state parks, and libraries.

86% of patrons agreed to the statement, “This park experience helped us learn more about
nature.”

94% of patrons agreed to the statement, “The Check Out Colorado State Parks program
changed my view about what libraries have to offer.”

Stories from patrons and libraries:

"We are seniors on a fixed income. This pass was wonderful to allow us to visit this park and its
trails! Thanks! A great experience. Thanks for contributing to us in a special way!"

“We purchased a pass!”

“Castlewood Canyon State Park is a place we've always driven past and wondered about. We
were so glad to finally explore it, and hope to go back."

"Up close viewing of turkey vultures at Castlewood Canyon was a first & an amazing experience
for my daughter and 1."

"Tiger salamander larvae are fascinating! The lost pond in Mueller State Park was full of them
and we spent a long time watching them. They are such interesting looking creatures and none
of us had ever seen anything like them in the wild before."

"We learned things about the bald and golden eagles we did not know. We appreciated the
opportunity to access our State Parks via the SP Backpack Program and had no idea this
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existed through the library system. Thank you!"

There were approximately 7,692 backpack checkouts in one year. That's 148 checkouts per
week!

The author of this report is Leah Breevoort, LRS Research Assistant. Questions can be sent to
Irs@lrs.org. The document ID is ED3/110.10/No. 356. www.LRS.org | © 2020 Library Research
Service

This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services.
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Appendix C

Check Out Colorado State Parks 2020

Check Out Colorado State Parks (cpw.state.co.us/librarybackpack), the result of a partnership
between Colorado Parks and Wildlife and the Colorado State Library, provides 297 Colorado
libraries with two park passes and adventure backpacks filled with information and educational
activities. Patrons of participating public, military, and academic libraries can check out a
backpack for a week at a time to visit state parks for free. In 2020, state parks were closed from
March 26 until May 12, when a gradual reopening of campgrounds began. However, people
were still urged to avoid unnecessary travel for much of the year. Due to the extreme nature of
the 2020 pandemic, many libraries were closed for a portion of the year or offering limited
services. Only 137 patrons completed a survey about their park experience.

Activities patrons participated in while at the park:

° 63% reported participating in trail and/or road activities.
° 28% reported participating in water-based activities.

° 7% reported participating in winter activities.

° 37% reported participating in wildlife-related activities.

Based on their experience with Check Out Colorado State Parks,
patrons are likely to:

Recommend a visit to a state park (99%). Buy a day pass to visit a state park (78%). Buy an
annual pass to state parks (53%).

Patrons learned about nature, state parks, and libraries.

80% of patrons agreed to the statement, “This park experience helped us learn more about
nature.”

89% of patrons agreed to the statement, “The Check Out Colorado State Parks program
changed my view about what libraries have to offer.”

Stories from patrons and libraries:

"l am going to purchase an annual pass on Earth Day 4/22/21. | am newly retired and born in
Colorado. | intend to visit as many state parks as possible this year."
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“I really wanted a way to get out of town for a lovely weekend. This pass helped me do that.
Mueller was gorgeous, the sun was bright, the breeze strong, and the people few. Thank you’

“Great pack with all the information to enjoy the outdoors (wildlife, birds, etc.). Parks have just
about anything for the beginner to experienced person. Bathrooms,

camping sites, trails with all the beautiful views not seen before. Great for families with kids to
get out and see. Five star rating."

There were approximately 1,527 backpack checkouts in one year. That's more than 29
checkouts per week!

The author of this report is Leah Breevoort, Research Assistant. Questions can be sent to
Irs@lrs.org. The document ID is ED3/110.10/No. 358.

This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services.
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